Application No. 09/833863 Docket No.: 2552-000001 /US 

Amendment dated June 26, 2006 
First Preliminary Amendment 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A performance information edit and playback apparatus 

comprising: 

a first storage for storing a plurality of style data , wherein each of the plurality of 
style data includes an accompaniment part and a percussion instrument part to be played 
back simultaneously with the accompaniment part, which constitute a predetermined 
length of accompaniment and contains a series of musical tone event data arranged in 
time seriesi — eaoh — of which — i nc l ud es — a — p l ura li ty of const i tu e nt — parts — rogard i ng 
accompanimont, and for storing usor's porformanco data includ i ng a plura l ity of porforming 
parts, whoroin oach of tho constituont parts and tho porforming parts conta i ns a sor i os of 
mus i cal tono e v e nt data arrangod i n t i m e s e r ie s, and th e us e r' 6 performanc e data ar e 
cr e at e d by a us e r ; 

a second storage for storing user's performance data created by a user, wherein 
the user's performance data include a plurality of performing parts, each of which contains 
a series of musical tone event data seguentially arranged in time series, 

a first display section for displaying contents of the performing parts included in the 
user's performance data in a time-series manner; 

a style selector for selecting desired style data from among the plurality of style 
data in accordance with a user's instruction; 

a second display section for displaying a first block indicative of an accompaniment 
part included in the selected style data and a second block indicative of a percussion part 
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included in the selected style data blocks designat i ng tho const i tuont parts includod in tho 
so l octod sty l o data ; and 

a controller for allowing a user to select at least one of the first blocks and the 
second block displayed in the second display section and , which i s s ele ctod by th e us e r's 
i nstruct i on and is d i splayod i n th e s e cond display se ct i on, to move the at least one block 
being selected to a desired time-related position within a desired performing part displayed 
in the first display section, thus writing a series of the musical tone event data, included in 
the part indicated by the selected at least one block, con s t i tu e nt part d e signat e d by at le ast 
ono block that i s soloctod, to the desired time-related position in the desired performing 
part. 

2. (Previously Presented) A performance information edit and playback 
apparatus according to claim 1 further comprising a pitch modifier for automatically 
modifying tone pitches of the selected constituent part of the style data. 

3. (Previously Presented) A performance information edit and playback 
apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the first display section displays the content of the 
performing part included in the user's performance data as the block. 
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4. (Currently Amended) A performance information edit and playback 
apparatus comprising: 

a first storage for storing style data , wherein the style data include a prescribed 
accompaniment part representing a predetermined length of accompaniment j nc l ud i nq 
proscr i bod accompan i mont parts and for storing u se r's porformanco data i nc l ud i ng 
accompan i m e nt parts — and — other p e rform i ng — parts, — wh i ch — is — not — r el at e d — to an 
accompan i mont, whoro i n tho sty l o data aro fixod and aro not rowr i tton, and tho usor's 
porformanco data aro croatod by a usor ; 

a second storage for storing user's performance data produced by a user, wherein 
the user's performance data include an accompaniment part and another performing part 
subjected to simultaneous playback with the accompaniment part; 

a mode selector for alternatively selecting , in accordance with a user's operation, 
one of a style data playback mode and user's performance data playback mode tho stylo 
data or the us e r' 6 performance data i n accordanc e w i th a us e r's i nstruct i on ; and 

a playback device operable to simultaneously play back the prescribed 
accompaniment parts included in the style data and the another performing parte included 
in the user's performance data i n para l l el when the mode selector selects the style data 
playback mode upon starting playback, said playback device operable to simultaneously 
play back whon tho so l octor s e l e cts th e sty l o data, and the accompaniment parts included 
in the user's performance data and the another performing parts included in the user's 
performance data i n para l lo l when the mode selector selects the user's performance data 
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playback mode upon starting playback whon th e so le ctor 6 olocts th e usor's porformanco 

5. (Previously Presented) A performance information edit and playback 
apparatus according to claim 4, wherein both of the accompaniment parts included in the 
user's performance data and the prescribed accompaniment parts included in the style 
data commonly share a same tone-generation channel or a same tone color. 

6. (Withdrawn) A performance information edit and playback apparatus 
comprising: 

a storage for storing user's performance data including a plurality of parts; 

a part selector for allowing a user to select a specific part within the plurality of 
parts included in the user's performance data; 

a recording start device that starts recording of the user's performance data with 
respect to a specific part that is selected by the part selector when a record switch and a 
start switch are operated; 

a record mode determining device operable to determine whether or not the part 
selector selects the specific part when the record switch and the start switch are operated; 
and 

a display manner changer operable to change the display appearance of the start 
switch from a first appearance to a second appearance when the record mode determining 
device determines that none of the plurality of parts are selected as the specific part by the 
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part selector, and changes the display appearance of the start switch from the first 
appearance to a third appearance when the record mode determining device determines 
that any one of the plurality of parts is selected as the specific part by the part selector. 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Currently Amended) A performance information edit and playback method 
comprising the steps of: 

storing a plurality of style data , wherein each of the plurality of style data includes 
an accompaniment part and a percussion instrument part to be played back 
simultaneously with the accompaniment part, which constitute a predetermined length of 
accompaniment and contains a series of musical tone event data arranged in time series? 
oach of wh i ch i nc l udoc a p l ura li ty of const i tuont parte rogard i ng accompan i mont ; 

storing user's performance data created by a user, wherein the user's performance 
datajncludes[[ln§]] a plurality of performing parts, i n wh i ch each of which tho const i tuont 
parts and tho porforming part s contains a series of musical tone event data seguentially 
arranged in time series , and tho usor's porformanco data aro croatod by a u se r ; 
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displaying contents of the performing parts included in the user's performance data 
in a time-series manner; 

selecting desired style data from among the plurality of style data in accordance 
with a user's instruction; 

displaying a first block indicative of an accompaniment part included in the 
selected style data and a second block indicative of a percussion part included in the 
selected style data b l ockc dosignating tho constituont parts includod in tho co l octod sty l o 
data; and 

allowing a user to select at least one of the first blocks and the second block 
displayed in the second display section and , wh i ch is so l octod by tho usor's instruct i on and 
i s disp l ayed in th e socond d i sp l ay soot i on, to move the at least one block being selected to 
a desired time-related position within a desired performing part displayed in the first display 
section, thus writing a series of the musical tone event data, included in the part indicated 
bv the selected at least one block, const i tuont part dos i gnatod by at loast ono block that i s 
soloctod, to the desired time-related position in the desired performing part. 

11. (Currently Amended) A performance information edit and playback method 
comprising the steps of: 

storing style data , wherein the style data include a prescribed accompaniment part 
representing a predetermined length of accompaniment — i nc l ud i ng — proscrib e d 
accompan i mont parts ; 
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storing user's performance data produced by a user including an accompaniment 
partes}} and another performing partffsft, subjected to simultaneous playback with the 
accompaniment part wh i ch ar e not ro l atod to an accompan i mont, whoroin tho stylo data aro 
f i xod and aro not r e wr i tt e n, and tho us e r's porformanco data aro created by a usor ; 

alternatively selecting in accordance with a user's operation one of tbe a^style data 
or th e playback mode and user's performance data playback mode i n accordanco w i th a 
usor's i nstruction s; 

simultaneously playing back the prescribed accompaniment partffs}] included in 
the style data and the another performing partffsj} included in the user's performance data 
when in the style data playback mode upon starting plavback i n para l lo l whon tho sty l o data 
i s so l ect e d i n the s e loct i ng st e p ; and 

simultaneously playing back the accompaniment partftsfl included in the user's 
performance data and another performing partffs}} included in the user's performance data 
when in the user's performance data playback mode upon starting plavbac k i n para ll o l 
whon th e usor's porformanco data i s soloct e d in tho se l ect i ng st e p . 

12. (Withdrawn) A performance information edit and playback method 
comprising the steps of: 

storing user's performance data including a plurality of parts; 

allowing a user to select a specific part within the plurality of parts included in the 
user's performance data; 
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starting recording of the user's performance data with respect to the specific part 
that is selected when a record switch and a start switch are operated; 

determining whether or not the specific part is selected when the record switch and 
the start switch are operated; and 

changing a display appearance of the start switch from a first appearance to a 
second appearance when it is determined in the determining step that none of the plurality 
of parts is selected as the specific part; and 

changing a display appearance of the start switch from the first appearance to a 
third appearance when it is determined in the determining step that any one of the plurality 
of parts is selected as the specific part. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Currently Amended) A machine-readable medium storing performance 
information edit and playback programs that cause a computer to perform a method 
comprising the steps of: 

storing a plurality of style data, wherein each of the plurality of style data includes 
an accompaniment part and a percussion instrument part to be played back 
simultaneously with the accompaniment part, which constitute a predetermined length of 
accompaniment and contains a series of musical tone event data arranged in time series 
oach of which inc l udoc a p l ura li ty of const i tuent parts rogard i ng accompanimont ; 
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storing user's performance data created by a user, wherein the user's performance 
data includesffrngll a plurality of performing parts, i n which each of which tho conct i tuont 
parte and tho porforming parts contains a series of musical tone event data sequentially 
arranged in time serie s, and tho us e r' 6 p e rformance data aro oroatod by a u se r ; 

displaying contents of the performing parts included in the user's performance data 
in a time-series manner; 

selecting desired style data from among the plurality of style data in accordance 
with a user's instruction; 

displaying a first block indicative of an accompaniment part included in the 
selected style data and a second block indicative of a percussion part included in the 
selected style dat a blocks dos i gnating tho const i tuont parts inc l udod i n tho so l octod stylo 
data; and 

allowing a user to select at least one of the first blocks and the second block 
displayed in the second display section and , wh i ch is sol e ct e d by th e usor's i nstruction and 
i s d i sp l ayed i n th e socond d i sp l ay section, to move the at least one block being selected to 
a desired time-related position within a desired performing part displayed in the first display 
section, thus writing a series of the musical tone event data, included in the part indicated 
by the selected at least one block, constituont part dos i gnatod by at l oast ono b l ock that is 
s ele ct e d, to the desired time-related position in the desired performing part. 
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15. (Currently Amended) A machine-readable medium storing performance data 
edit and playback programs that cause a computer to perform a method comprising the 
steps of: 

storing style dat a, wherein the style data include a prescribed accompaniment part 
representing a predetermined length of accompaniment — i nc l ud i ng — proscrib e d 
accompan i m e nt part s; 

storing user's performance data produced by a user including an accompaniment 
partffsft and another performing partffs fl subjected to simultaneous playback with the 
accompaniment part , which aro not r e lat e d to an accompan i m e nt, whoro i n the styl e data 
aro f i xod and aro not r e writt e n, and th e u se r' s p e rformanc e data ar e croatod by a us e r ; 

alternatively selecting in accordance with a user's operation one of the a_style data 
playback mode and o Mhe user's performance data playback mode i n accordanc e w i th a 
user's i nstruct i on ; 

simultaneously playing back the prescribed accompaniment partes]} included in 
the style data and the another performing partftsft included in the user's performance data 
when in the style data playback mode upon starting plavback i n para ll o l whon tho sty l o data 
is sol e ct e d i n th e s el oct i ng step ; and 

simultaneously playing back the accompaniment part{fsfl included in the user's 
performance data and the another performing partffeft included in the user's performance 
data when in the user's performance data playback mode upon starting plavbac k i n para ll ol 
wh e n th e usor's p e rformanc e data i s s el octod i n tho soloct i ng st e p . 
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16. (Withdrawn) A machine-readable medium storing performance information 
edit and playback programs that cause a computer to perform a method comprising the 
steps of: 

storing user's performance data including a plurality of parts; 

allowing a user to select a specific part within the plurality of parts included in the 
user's performance data; 

starting recording of the user's performance data with respect to the specific part 
that is selected when a record switch and a start switch are operated; 

determining whether or not the specific part is selected when the record switch and 
the start switch are operated; 

changing a display appearance of the start switch from a first appearance to a 
second appearance when it is determined in the determining step that none of the plurality 
of parts is selected as the specific part; and 

changing a display appearance of the start switch from the first appearance to a 
third appearance when it is determined in the determining step that any one of the plurality 
of parts is selected as the specific part. 

17. (Cancelled) 

18. (New) The performance information edit and playback apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein, during a record mode, at least one of the performing parts has user 
record data written thereto in response to input by the user, and, during an edit mode, 
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moving by the user of a specific part of the style data onto another specific part of the user 
record data causes recordal of the specific part of the style data in place of the specific 
part of the user record data. 
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